CHAPTER VIII

THE HUMAN EQUATION

Li HUNG-CHANG was undoubtedly, a maker of the
nineteenth century in China to a greater degree than
any of his contemporaries; more so even than the
masterful woman who controlled the destinies of the
Empire.   For Tzu Hsi, with all her infinite variety
and resource in the arts and crafts of government,
was an alien ruler, and, as far as the masses of the
Chinese people are concerned, her influence died with
her and with the passing of the dynasty.   But the
power for good and evil exercised by the written and
spoken words of Li Hung-chang, by the successes
and failures of his multifarious career, is felt to-day
in many undercurrents of the great sea of Chinese
life.   Yuan Shih-k'ai, late unfortunate ruler of the
country, whether as Resident in Korea, Viceroy of
Chihli, President of the Chinese Republic, or would-be
Emperor, was always a faithful embodiment and
transmitter of the Li tradition in statecraft, though
lacking in Li's flair and bom under a less fortunate
star. Amongst the few Chinese officials and publicists
whose names suggest definite ideas to the intelligent
European there is probably not one who has not been
made or marred, directly or indirectly, by Li Hung-
chang.   The men who figure to-day as the highest
expression,   consciously  or  unconsciously,  of  the
nation's intellectual and administrative activities,
whether as classical conservatives or frock-coated